
 

The Profundity of Simply Showing Up 
     Let me welcome you all, whether you are a first semester freshmen or a senior…or anyone in 

between…to IWU. Summer is a good time to rest but the campus without you is non-functioning. It was 

quiet, it was empty, it was simply wrong. This is not the way IWU is meant to be. So I say, welcome 

back… 

     This is the first Monday Memo of a new school year so with it allow me to address just a few words to 

the incoming freshmen. For some of you, it may seem as if you have been here for a lifetime. So many 

new settings, hundreds (if not thousands) of new people, and if you are an introvert, there are very few 

places just to be alone. Each day of this last week could probably be described as “newness overload.” 

There are too many new places and with far too many names. There is the Phillippe Performing Arts 

Center but in actuality we only call it, The PPAC. We have an OLD College Church which has an alternative 

venue for chapel service, but it looks nothing like a church. We have a student center that looks like a 

Mall with its own coffee shop. We have residence halls galore (with a variety of names; have you figured 

out where ToHo is?) and academic buildings in every direction. You have discovered that the campus is 

loaded with real places with real names but often we only refer to them by acronyms or abbreviations. I 

apologize to you if you have been confused. I promise you that by fall break (another inaccurate term, 

because it’s only one day long), you will feel right at home. 

     Ok, so where am I going with this? Let me tell you a short story (a living parable) about what 

happened to me last spring. My wife Angie and I were on Sabbatical (every 7 years a professor gets a 

semester off to hone his/her trade of teaching). We decided to travel to three different Wesleyan Bible 

Colleges in Africa. At our last stop on the seven week tour, Mozambique, I was bitten by a tick and 

developed typhus; high fever, extreme exhaustion, and one nasty bite on the back of my leg. However, I 

was only going to be at this one Bible College for three weeks. During that time I was trying to teach an 

entire semester’s worth of work in three weeks. So, imagine if I stayed in bed for the next week (advice 

from the missionary). One third of the semester would have been lost. Instead, I promised my wife that if 

I taught for four hours a day, I would return to the mission home and rest the remainder of the day. Well, 

on the first day of class, I explained to the 50 young ministry students (who BTW, had traveled up to five 

days journey to attend this class) that I was sick but I wanted to try and teach my may through it. So I 

sat on a three legged stool and taught. Angie kept handing me glasses of water to keep me hydrated. It 

was 95 degrees with 95% humidity, and we were in a building without electricity or even a ceiling fan. I 

had never been so exhausted in my life after the first two hours of teaching. And in actuality, I do not 

remember a word that I said. But at the first morning break, one of the English speaking students came 

up to me and said, “Dr. Smith that was the greatest teaching I’ve ever witnessed.” His words of course 

got my attention, so I said (with a good bit of self-serving pride), “What was it that I said that encouraged 

you?” As I waiting for him to stroke my ego, he said, “Oh, it was not what you said that was impressive. 
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It was the profound fact that you simply showed up.” He went on to explain that when most western 

teachers come to Mozambique, if they contract an African disease, they simply stay home. And when the 

teachers stay home, 50 people lives are put on hold and they miss out on all that God has for them.  

     Now, my new freshmen friends, may I make a simple spiritual application to you today. If you are 

lonely, hurting, feeling a bit overwhelmed; please simply show up. Place yourself strategically in every 

position to succeed. Go to every class, with work done; simply show up. Attend the activities in the dorms 

which will help fashion you into a community; simply show up. Give God the opportunity to pour Himself 

into you. I mean, really, He has brought you to a time such as this; please simply show up. Allow Him the 

opportunity to bring you through to the other side.   

     Let me try to end this with a few “showing  up” suggestions which may help this week set a good 

foundation for your long-term success at IWU: 

1. Make Fall Summit a priority. Try to think of your education holistically rather than 

compartmentally. You grow as a person, body mind, and spirit. Classes for the most part are 

seen as your intellectual development. But if you have not picked up on it, we endeavor to 

offer you an integrated education; where we are concerned about your spiritual growth and 

your academic development. Set aside Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday morning and Monday 

and Tuesday evening for worship. BTW, Tim Elmore is one great preacher.  

2. Get to know your professors. Make certain in the first several weeks of the semester to stop 

by the office suite of the School of Theology and Ministry (2nd floor Christian Ministries Bldg). 

If you do not know him/her, introduce yourself and set up a time for coffee or even a lunch. In 

my educational career, the time apart with professors had an equal or greater impact on my 

life than the time in class.  

3. Seek out a church home. Chapel is not a church. Certainly it is a worship experience and 

spiritual food. But I encourage you before the semester gets too far along to find a local church 

to call “home.” Now, many of you will say that your church home is, well, back home. But in 

the ensuing semesters, you will grow academically and spiritually in ways you never imagined. 

And the people “back home” will not see this. They may always see you as the high school 

graduate who went off to IWU. I will ask you to put yourself into an accountable relationship 

with a multi-generational congregation with folks who can watch you, encourage you, 

challenge you, etc. Moreover, many of you will never return to your “home church” with any 

sort of regularity. So, finding a local church to worship and serve in now…will be setting an 

agenda for the rest of your lives. 

Lord, 

For Summit this week, I pray that You would anoint Tim Elmore, embolden his heart, and quicken our 

ears. 

For relationships across campus, I pray that You will bind together students and faculty into an academic 

and spiritually collaborative community. 

May we learn from one another in the beauty of Your Spirit. 

May we see the local church as Your Body; 

May the Body pour into the students, and 

May the presence of the students encourage the local church. 

Amen.  

 

Now, Go With God. 

 

 

 

Fall Summit 2009 with Dr. Tim Elmore 

September 14 &16, 10 am – 12 pm 

September 15, 11 am – 12 pm  

AND Mon-Wed, 8-9:30 pm 

 

Trivia 
 

Where can you find 



 

New Student Orientation 

     Tuesday, Sep 22, 11 am in room 135. 
For all students new to our school/division who have not previously 

attended an orientation session. 

practicum, job, and 
ministry 

opportunities? 
 

 

Be the first to email the 

correct answer to 

melissa.fipps@indwes.edu 

for a small treat or prize. 

 

Summer in Israel 

May 15 – June 22    **more info coming soon** 

 

Looking for somewhere to do ministry 
and/or a church home? 
You can find many ministry opportunities listed on our website (some 

are even paid or full-time job opportunities). See the list below for a 

quick listing. Then go to our website to see the actual postings. 
http://cas.indwes.edu/Academic-Divisions/Religion-Philosophy/ministry/ 

 

Changes, changes. Yes, our name has changed. Also, don’t forget 

the the IWU seminary is currently housed in Noggle (you’ll see the 

MDIV students mostly on Tuesdays). Also, we have a new professor – 

Dr. Bart Bruehler. If you ever have questions about anything, don’t 

hesitate to visit our offices upstairs in Noggle. 
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School of Theology and Ministry     4201 S. Washington St. Marion IN 46953     (765) 677-2241 

Monday Memo designed by Melissa M. Fipps 

Full Time Ministry Opportunities 

Worship Pastor 

 
Youth/Worship Ministry 

 
Children’s Ministry 

 
Miscellaneous 

Year-round Male Camp Counselors – Heartlight Ministries – 

Longview, TX 

 
 
 
Internships 

Youth Pastor Intern - Family Life Center – Coldwater, MI 

 

 

Part Time Ministry & Practicum Opportunities 

Volunteers/Practicum – Any area 

Practicum Students- First Christian Church- Marion, IN 

Volunteer for Young Adult Ministry - Brinker Heights Wesleyan Church 

– Marion, IN 

Practicum/volunteers – Wabash Friends Church – Wabash, IN 

 

Children’s Ministry 

Paid Children’s Directors—Marion First UMC—Marion, IN 

Paid Kid’s Club Mentors—Bethel Friends Church—Marion, IN 

 

Worship/Creative Arts 

Creative Arts and College Ministry – Lakeview Wesleyan – Marion, IN 

Worship Leader – First Baptist – Marion, IN 

Worship Leader – Zanesville Church of God – Zanesville, IN 

Worship Leader - The Joshua Tree - Extension Campus of Hanfield 

United Methodist Church – Marion, IN 

 

Youth Ministry 

Paid Youth Group Director—Bethel Friends Church—Marion, IN 

Paid Junior High Leader—Bethel Friends Church—Marion, IN 

Youth Practicum/Volunteers – McGrawsville UMC – Amboy, IN 

Youth Practicum/Volunteer – Open Door Fellowship – Converse, IN 

Youth Pastor Intern - Family Life Center – Coldwater, MI 

Junior High Youth Pastor – Wabash Friends – Wabash, IN 

Youth Group Director – Bethel Friends Church - Jonesboro, IN 

 

 
 

Missions 

 

 

  
 

For more detailed information visit our site online or stop by the Religion office.     
*Indicates new entry this week. 
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