
 

Are His Words Enough? 
As Iôve been working through the Gospel of John recently, I am struck by the simplicity of its theological 

beauty. Yes, I am sure that to some degree, Clement of Alexandria is right; John is the ñSpiritual Gospel .ò 

For example, h ave you noticed the first ñsignò in John; turning of water into wine (not exactly the miracle 

of choice for Wesleyans).   Johnôs summary statement of that section reads this way, ñThis, the first of his 

miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put 

their faith in him.ò (2:11) This sounds like true belief language, doesnôt it?  

Now, Iôm not saying that a sign -generated -belief  is by any means inauthentic but by the close of the 

chapter, John gives his r eaders a stunning retort to this sign -generated -belief .  

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His 

name, beholding His signs which He was doing. But Jesus, on His part, was not 

entrusting Himself to them, for He k new all men, and because He did not need anyone 

to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man. (2:23 -25; see 

also 12:37)  

So, maybe sign -generated - faith  is not the pinnacle of what Jesus is trying to (re)create within us. If not, 

what i s He working towards? Here is the question I am asking today: ñWhat is a faith that is pleasing 

to God?ò  

By the end of Chapter 4, we find the second sign that John actually numbers, this one again in occurs in 

Cana of Galilee. But this time it is a spoken  sign, done at a distance, some 20 miles removed. The royal 

officialôs son lies near death in Capernaum and his father pleads with Jesus to come down and heal his 

son. Jesus turns and says these words,  

ñUnless you people see miraculous signs and wonders, you will never believe.ò (4:48) 

Again the father begged Jesus, ñSir, come down before my child dies.ò Jesus replied, 

ñYou may go. Your son will live.ò  

Now, do not miss the theological punch that John places before his readers (that 

includes us)é ñThe man believed the word  that Jesus spoke to him, and he started off.ò 

(4:50  NAS).  

First , notice that the man saw  nothing. He only heard  the word (Greek: logos) of Jesus and that was 

enough. Second , ask yourself a question, what would you have done immediately af ter Jesus spoke? Me, 

I would have run home as fast as possible to check if what Jesus said actually happened. But if you 

carefully note of the time element in the passage, you will see that it is not until THE NEXT DAY that the 

father actually encounters h is servant on the road as he traveled home. It is then that they tell him when 

the fever left his son, at one in the afternoon. Interesting isnôt it. Jesus spoke the word of healing, and the 

father not only believed him but did not feel the compulsion to r un home and see for himself. He lived his 

life as if the spoken word of Jesus was more than enough.  
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Maybe, as you read John again, try to do it with fresh eyes. Sorry. Maybe you should make that with fresh 

ñears.ò Listen for all the times that Jesus speaks and His listeners want more  than His words offer or even 

worse, they treat His words as if they are inadequate to meet their daily needs. Let me leave you with the 

question Jesus presents to Martha at the time of her greatest faith - test, the death of her  brother Lazarus. 

Jesus says,  

ñI am the Resurrection and the Life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?ò (11:25-26).  

So, may I ask you the same question, ñDo you believe the Words of Jesus and act upon them 

unquestionably?ò So, today; what kind of belief are you asking Jesus to produce within you? Sign -

generated - faith  or Word -created - faith ? Are His words enough for you?  

 

Lord Jesus .  

Today, right now. I ask that You speak.  

I beg that we have ears to hear.  

I plead that our listening will be transformed steps of faith.  

Transform Your image in us into Living vessels of Your Glory.  

Amen .    

 

Now, Go with God  

 

 

 

New Student Orientation  

     Tuesday, Sep 22, 11 am in room 135. 

For all students new to our school/division who have 

not previously attended an orientation session. 

 

Trivia  
 

If you are a 
freshman or new to 
one of our majors, 
be the first to email 

the information 
regarding New 

Student 
Orientation for a 

small prize! 
 

 

Be the first to email the 

correct answer to 

melissa.fipps@indwes.edu 

for a small treat or prize. 

 

Summer in Israel  

Informational meeting this Thursday, Sep 

24, at 11:00 am in room 118 

Summer trip dates: May 15 ï June 22     

 

World Impact  

Applications will be available in the Student 
Center on Wednesday, Sep 23, all day.  

Stop by and visit our booth for more information. 

 

Looking for a good read or resource? An IWU 

employee is cleaning off her shelves and has a lot of 

books that are ministry related, sermons, 

commentaries, etc. available for a small price. Email 

her at lisak.kimberlin@indwes.edu for the list and 

prices. 

 

Looking for somewhere to do ministry and/or 

a church home? You can find many ministry 

opportunities listed on our website (some are even 

paid or full-time job opportunities). See the list below 

for a quick listing. Then go to our website to see the 

actual postings.  
http://cas.indwes.edu/Academic -Divisions/Religion -Philosophy/ministry/  
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Fall EXPO at Nazarene Theological Seminary will take 

place October 25-27, 2009 and will almost take on the 

feeling of a retreat as we organize our activities around 

fixed-hour prayer times.  This dynamic couple of days will 

be a fantastic opportunity to not only get a clearer picture of 

the mission and experience of NTS but also to step back 

and listen intently to what God might be speaking to us as 

his servants. Details of Fall EXPO can be found on our 

website at www.nts.edu/nts-expo-2009.  

Additionally, we are hosting once again Wesleyan Day here 

on the campus of NTS October 12-13.  In this annual event, 

Nazarene Theological Seminary partners with the Wesleyan 

Church to provide some time for discussion around 

pertinent theological and ministry issues from the Wesleyan 

perspective and offer the resources of NTS to pastors, 

students, and denominational leaders.  This yearôs event is 

entitled ñThe Missional Churchò and details can be found at 

www.nts.edu/wesleyan-day-2009.  If there are university 

personnel or students interested in attending this event use 

the registration links on this site or feel free to call us at 

1.800.831.3011 ext. 5452. 
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Full Time Mi nistry Opportunities  

Worship Pastor  

 

Youth/Worship Ministry  

 

Childrenôs Ministry 

 

Miscellaneous  

Year - round Male Camp Counselors ï Heartlight Ministries ï 

Longview, TX  

 
 
 
Internships  

Youth Pastor Intern -  Family Life Center ï Coldwater, MI  
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Part Time Ministry & Practicum Opportunities  

Volunteers/Practicum ï Any area  

Practicum/Volunteer -  Allen Temple African Methodist Episcopal 

Church (AME) ï Marion, IN  

Practicum Stude nts -  First Christian Church -  Marion, IN  

Volunteer for Young Adult Ministry -  Brinker Heights Wesleyan Church 

ï Marion, IN  

Practicum/volunteers ï Wabash Friends Church ï Wabash, IN  

 

Childrenôs Ministry 

Youth Minister ï Childrenôs Director ï Nursery Director  ï North 

Communities Church ï Westfield, IN  

Paid Childrenôs DirectorsðMarion First UMC ðMarion, IN  

Paid Kidôs Club MentorsðBethel Friends Church ðMarion, IN  

 

Worship/Creative Arts  

Paid Worship Leader ï Oak Grove Church of God ï Columbia, IN  

Creative Arts and  College Ministry ï Lakeview Wesleyan ï Marion, IN  

Worship Leader ï First Baptist ï Marion, IN  

Worship Leader ï Zanesville Church of God ï Zanesville, IN  

Worship Leader -  The Joshua Tree -  Extension Campus of Hanfield 

United Methodist  Church ï Marion, IN  

 

Youth Ministry  

Youth Minister ï Childrenôs Director ï Nursery Director ï North 

Communities Church ï Westfield, IN  

Paid Youth Group Director ðBethel Friends Church ðMarion, IN  

Paid Junior High Leader ðBethel Friends Church ðMarion, IN  

Yout h Practicum/Volunteers ï McGrawsville UMC ï Amboy, IN  

Youth Practicum/Volunteer ï Open Door Fellowship ï Converse, IN  

Youth Pastor Intern -  Family Life Center ï Coldwater, MI  

 
 

Missions  

 

 

  
 

For more detailed information  visit our site online  (http://cas.indwes.edu/Academic-Divisions/Religion-
Philosophy/ministry/) or stop by the School of T heology and Ministry office.     

*Indicates new entry this week.  


