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Can You Say, "Means of Grace?"

)
A GowithGod  moment. p
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So, you know I &m a bit obsessed with keeping people

And my other shortcoming is that if someone finds following Christ to be not -worth -the-effort, | sincerely

want them to at least ponder staying with Him for just a while longer. And both groups can accomplish

this by wutilizing the same practice. But you might say

either a faith -seeker or a faith -decliner ) are traveling in such different directions, how can the same
practice accomplish similar results?

How about an answer in narrative form? While | was in seminary, | heard the most wonderful personal
story from one of my professors. He

was tenured (which means you have a job -for -life) but gave it up to

go back into the local church to serve a struggling congregation just outside of Washington D.C. He

preached faithfully and loved his people, but the church never seemed to grow. As a mat ter of fact, the
move from a small city in Kentucky to the huge metropolitan area of D.C. actually created a series of
almost insurmountable family catastrophes. Slowly but surely my friend/professor began to perceive >
Jesus differently. He was still real, but rather than powerful and active, He seemed distant and uncaring.
My friend did not come to this realization overnight, but it was a slow and almost imperceptible change.
Until one day, he decided there was no value in investing time in prayer; because nothing he prayed for
came into being. God was there, He just did not seem to care about his family or the church he was
serving.

This newly formed vision of the divine frightened my friend. He knew if he did not take some kind of
action, his chillin g relationship with the Lord may someday turn Ice Cold. He needed to put himself into a
river that would give hope that a life of faith would return. He knew that the way to God was to practice
what

We s | ey an dMeans afIGtacet.hoe Tihh e me a n s aredimplg thase practices where God

shows up in a tangible way with the participants. For him, prayer was the key means he would employ.

Yet, he knew he did not have the personal faith to utter sacred vocabulary to reach the heavens. So, he

simply rubbed his fingers across the text of the Psalms each day; reading aloud the same words that

functioned as the prayer book of Israel and the hymnal of Jesus. He rubbed and recited the prayers of \»mm\
CHURC

David until the ink began to fade from the page. He knew that walkin g away from the Lord was more -

frightening than striving with a silent Savior. So he waited, he rubbed, he prayed.

Friends, practicing the Means of Grace is simply working within the ocean currents of faith -seeking .
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not have all the answers or maybe |1 &m not even asking ‘
faith -seekers before me.

1611 -pvap is its someone el seds prayers.

I 61 | sarimused - even if today, it they seem like mere human words.

1 611 att enalend theisingiry is poor and the sermon is dry.

161l take Gevemiitmeibreadis flavorless and the wine tastes sour.

through Jesus Christ.

. you also, like 1 iving stones,

are bnemn g built into a §1P7Il]ﬂllt1u[a\“ house
to be a holy priesthood, t@”@]ﬂl]ﬂlg
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God

- 1 Peter 2:5
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I 61 |, fowraaybe in the midst of this means Godds grace will once again s
Waiting on God is not passive, but an active endeavor. So, why not rub your fingers across the
screenéPsalm 121
| lift up my eyes to the hills -- where does my help come from?
My help comes fromt he LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip -- he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.

The LORD watches over you -- the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.

The LORD will keep you from all harm -- he will watch over your life;

the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.

School of Theology and Ministry

Monday Memo

M
And what about my friend? He is indeed fully restored. He te aches once again, with a fully ~ -orbed grace 5'
that is contagious. He is much deeper in character, more tender -in-heart, much quicker to laugh and =)

tears up even in the midst of class. He is strikingly Christ -like . He is sold on the Means of Grace.

http://wildcat.indwes.edu/Monday -Memo/
What abo ut you? Any takers for the Means of Grace?
Please Lord ,
We |l ong to be |like youébut are fearful of the process.
We are afraid of tarrying in silenceébut know that the
We know that the fAfell owshiaplotupsunfueébongowesa¥Yeut acght
anew.
Grace us with the Means to become just like You.
Amen
Now, Go with God.
ADVISAPALOOZA - Peer -Faculty Advising Last Weekd
October 29 i Noggle Christian Ministries T”V'Ja \f/fv'(’;“"er'
Center SIRSY
e All School of Theology & Minsitry
maj/min  4:30 -6 pm (except
YTH/A dolescent /Sports)
e Youth /A dole scent 9:30 -midnight Previous W inner s:

e Sports TBA

Norman Busick
Vanessa Small
Tyler Fields

This is a required event. You may not be able to
register for classes on time if you do not attend. You
should receive an email from your advisor(s) prior to

the event with details on how to adequately prepare.

You should bri ng your completed schedule with you
to be signed. This is a great time for fellowship and
advice from upperclassmen and faculty.
Upperclassmen i this is your chance to minister to

This is a required event

Trivia

freshman and sophomores.

Orthodox Priest

October 207 History of Philosophy & Worship
9:25 ami Noggle 134

Presentation by Greek

Any student or faculty member who wishes to hear a
presentation made by a Greek Orthodox priest for
our class, History and Philosophy of Worship (WOR

333) is welcome to atten d. We are hosting Father
Anastasios Gounaris, priest of Holy Trinity Church of
Indianapolis on Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 9:25 a.m. in

room 134 (Noggle).

Many Scripture
passages talk about
believers being
refined like gold or
silver, but where in
the Bible is the
descriptive term
"refiner's fire"

used?

e The book of
Malachi
e One of David's
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psalms

e Jesus' words in
the gospel of
Luke

o Leviticus

the Bridge, S  ession 3

Networking in Action and Etiquette Dinner _
October 21,5 -8 pm I

Call 677 -2520toreg ister
Be the first to email

the correct answer and
the Bible reference to

melissa.fipps@indwes.edu
for a small treat or prize.
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12Stone

Inspiring Bold Crossings _——

Conference

")) register today!

Wesley Biblical Seminary Visit

Mon/Tues, Oct 19 -20,

Noggle CMC & Student Center
Amber Livermore, a 2007 IWU graduate, and Jessica Peabody, Assistant
Director for Recruitment, will be on the IWU campus representing Wesley
Biblical Seminary in Jackson, MS, on Monday and Tuesday, October 19th and
20th. If you have any questions about/interest in seminary and specifically
WBS, feel free to contact them to set up an appointment or find them in the
CM Building or the Student Center. To set up an appointment, email Amber
at amber.livermore@gmail.com or call herat812 -779-7282.

12Stone Experience Tour

October 23 -25
Many of you have been contacted by 12Stone Church in Atlanta over the last
week. Please take advantage of the opportunity to be taken to a church who
implements innovation, depth, and leadership into its programs and hear
more about what it might look like for you to be a part of 12Stone's
internship program post  -graduation. What a great way to spend fall break!
Please RSVP cami.miller@12stone.com TODAY to reserve your spot!

Oasis Conference

Oct 22 -24, Indianapolis, $40 fee includes 3 meals

My name is Tamara Shaya and | am the Public Relations Director at Crescent
Project. We are hosting our annual Oasis Conference Oct. 22 -24th in
Indianapolis and | wanted to invite your students. The conference will cover a

variety of topics, including the basics of Islam, reaching out to Muslims, soc ial

justice issues in Islam and more. More information on the conference can be
found at www.crescentproject.org/oasisconference

Fall EXPO at Nazarene Theological Seminary will take place Octo ber 25 -27,

2009 and will almost take on the feeling of a retreat as we organize our
activities around fixed  -hour prayer times. This dynamic couple of days will be a
fantastic opportunity to not only get a clearer picture of the mission and
experience of N TS but also to step back and listen intently to what God might

be speaking to us as his servants. Details of Fall EXPO can be found on our
website at  www.nts.edu/nts __-expo - 2009 .
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Day of Healing

Saturday, O ctober 31
Wabash Friends Counseling Center

Wabash Friends Counseling Center is thrilled to host the Day of Healing for the
seventeenth year. Our desire in all of the workshops is to provide support to
OCTOBER 31, 2009 [EIWWE those who are hurting and facing difficult situations. We hope we can help ease
DR. JOHN TOWNSEND - NQQIUNEANING some of the steps to a life that is more enjoyable and meaningful. This is also a
DAY OF day for those who want to grow as a leader, parent or spouse. We hope this is a
day full of learning experiences and a time where you can slow down a nd be
with others who accept you as you are, not as you should be." During this
special day, we hope you will experience encouragement, understanding,
strength and discover new ways of b eing and relating that transform you and
your relationships.

Scott Ma kin, MA, LMHC, NCC
Licensed Mental Health Counselor
Director, Wabash friends Counseling Center






